
SOCIETY OF PEDIATRIC PSYCHOLOGY 

CRANIOFACIAL SIG 

2018 Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janine Rosenberg, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alessia Johns, PhD, ABPP 

July 2018 

In this issue: 

 Notes from Co-Chairs 

 Updates 

 Member Spotlight 

 Call for abstracts 

 Call for nominations 

 Member Publications 

American Psychological Association Division 54 

Notes from the Co-Chairs 
It has been another productive year! Trica Marik completed her term in December 2017 and we 

welcome Janine Rosenberg in her place. Canice Crerand graciously represented the SIG at SPPAC 

in Orlando. ACPA in Pittsburgh included the Mental Health Forum lead by Margot Stein and Leanne 

Magee, where we were joined by a range of disciplines, and included the 7
th
 Annual Division 54 SIG 

meeting. The inaugural meeting was held for the new ACPA Mental Health/Psychosocial SIG chaired 

by Kathy Kapp-Simon and co-chair Alessia Johns. SIG members were well represented across 

ACPA presentations. We hope new collaborations are formed in the year ahead! 

Updates 

New ACPA Mental Health/Psychosocial SIG 

The mission of the new ACPA SIG is to optimize the coordination of care for individuals 
with cleft and craniofacial conditions by enhancing educational and networking 
opportunities for psychologists, counselors, social workers, and other ACPA members 
interested in mental health and psychosocial care. The ACPA SIG welcomes the Division 
54 members as well as facilitating participation by other disciplines in craniofacial care. 
ACPA membership is required for the new SIG and more information can be found at: 
https://acpa-cpf.org/acpa-members/special-interest-groups/ 

Craniofacial Online Resource List Posted 

The SIG webpage now includes a list of craniofacial online resources for families and 
clinicians covering a range of topics in English and Spanish, including links to information 
on diagnoses, treatment, patient and parent self-help guides, and community supports: 
https://www.societyofpediatricpsychology.org/sites/default/files/files/Craniofacial%
20Online%20Resources.pdf  The list can be updated by contacting the co-chairs as new 
resources are identified.  

Craniofacial Training Opportunities 

The SIG student representative, Emily Wolodiger, is compiling a list of sites that offer the 
chance for psychology trainees to work with craniofacial populations. If you are affiliated 
with or aware of a craniofacial training opportunity you would like to include on this list, 

please email ewolodiger@gmail.com with the site details.  

 

Member Spotlight: Janine Rosenberg, Ph.D. 
While in my first year at graduate school for my Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology at Illinois 
Institute of Technology in Chicago Illinois, I was given the opportunity to participate in 
research examining the development of infants and toddlers with craniosynostosis. I had 
never heard of this condition but I was intrigued. Soon after I became involved in this 
research, I was fascinated by the field of pediatric psychology and wanted to continue to 
work with the craniofacial patient population. I continued to work within this field all 
throughout graduate school. Throughout this experience, with each story that was shared 
by the child and their family, I became more passionate in wanting to help them to have a 
voice to share their stories with others. In 2006, after completing my internship at 
Children’s National Medical Center in Washington D.C., I was so fortunate that there was 
an opening for the pediatric psychologist position at the Craniofacial Clinic at University 
of Illinois Hospital and Health Science System in Chicago Illinois. I have been here for 12 
years and feel fortunate to be able to continue hearing the patient and family voices. 

Clinically, I conduct developmental, cognitive, social, emotional, and behavioral 
evaluations of infants, children, and adolescents with craniofacial differences and their 
families. I also offer support and guidance for patients and their families throughout the 
patient’s lifespan. I assess how a craniofacial condition impacts their lives in the many 
different areas as well as how prepared they feel towards upcoming treatments and 
surgeries. I have also been actively involved in craniofacial research, with associated 
submitted and published papers, including five multi-site NIH-supported studies 
assessing various aspects of psychological and developmental functioning in infants, 
children, and adolescents with cleft lip and palate, craniosynostosis, and hemifacial 
microsomia.  

Overall, meeting with these families year after year and noticing their steady 
accomplishments make me feel fulfilled in my role as the team pediatric psychologist.  

 

Goals/Mission: 

The SIG seeks to improve the 

understanding and treatment of 

behavioral, emotional, academic, 

medical, and familial issues that 

patients experience through evidence-

based practice. 
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Division 54 Members may join the Craniofacial SIG and listserv by contacting: 

 ajohns@chla.usc.edu or janinerosenberg@gmail.com  

  Don’t forget to renew your Division 54 membership each year! 

Member Publications  

Crerand CE, Kapa H, Litteral J. Psychosocial risks and management for children with 
cleft lip/palate. Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest Groups, August 2017, Vol. 2 
(SIG 5), 23-34.  

 

Crerand CE, Kapa HM, Litteral JL, Eastman K, Pearson GD, Kirschner RE. Identifying 
psychosocial risk factors among families of Children with craniofacial conditions: Valida-
tion of the psychosocial assessment tool-craniofacial version. The Cleft Palate-
Craniofacial Journal. 2018;55:536-545. doi:10.1177/1055665617748010 

 

Imahiyerobo, TA, Johns, AL, Christian, EA, Sanchez-Lara, PA, Krieger, MD, McComb, 
JG, Urata, MM. Risk factors for preoperative developmental delay in patients with non-
syndromic sagittal  craniosynostosis. Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, in press.  

 

Johns, A, Bava, L. Psychosocial functioning of children in a craniofacial support group. 
The Cleft  Palate-Craniofacial Journal, in press. doi:10.1177/1055665618775866 

 

Johns, A, Gutierrez, Y, Nicolaou, DC, Garcia, L, Céspedes-Knadle, Y, Bava, L. A support 
group for caregivers of children with craniofacial differences. Journal of Social Work in 
Groups. 2018;41:211-226. doi:10.1080/01609513.2017.1333480 

 

Johns, AL, Im, DD, Lewin S. Early familial experiences with microtia: Psychosocial impli-
cations for pediatric providers. Clinical Pediatrics. 2018;57:775-782. 
doi:10.1177/0009922817734358 

 

Johns, AL, Hershfield, JA, Mulugeta Seifu, N, Haynes, KA. Postpartum depression 
in mothers of infants with cleft lip and/or palate. Journal of Craniofacial Surgery. 
2018;29:354-358. doi:10.1097/SCS.0000000000004319 

 

Johns, A, Luquetti, D, Brajcich, M, Heike, C, Stock, N. In their own words: Stakeholder’s 
perspectives on stressors, resources, and recommendations in craniofacial microsomia 
care. Journal of Craniofacial Surgery, in press.  

 

Luquetti, D, Heike, C, Brajcich, M, Stock, N, Johns, A. Healthcare and psychosocial ex-
periences of individuals with craniofacial microsomia: patient and caregiver perspectives. 
The International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology. 2018;107:164-175. 
doi:10.1016/j.ijporl.2018.02.007 

 

Mazzaferro, D, Naran, S, Wes, Magee, L, Taylor, J, Bartlett, S Quality of life in adults 
with non-syndromic craniosynostosis. Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. 
2018;141:1474-1482. doi:10.1097/PRS.0000000000004408  

 

Morgan M, O’Gara M, Bellucci CC, Linde S, Albert M, Curtis A, Patel P, Kapp-Simon KA.  
Speech production skills in children with cleft palate who were internationally adopted. 
The Cleft Palate-Craniofacial Journal, in press. doi:10.1177/1055665618765780.   

 

Rosenberg J, Albert M, Aspinall C, Bautista S, Bellucci CC, Edwards TC, Heike CL, 
Mecham SH, Patrick DL, Stueckle L, Kapp-Simon KA. Parent observations of the health 
status of infants with clefts of the lip: results from qualitative interviews. The Cleft Palate-
Craniofacial Journal, in press.   

 

Speltz ML, Kapp-Simon KA, Johns AL, Wallace ER, Collett BR, Magee L, Leroux BG, 
Luquetti DV, Heike CL. Neurodevelopment of Infants with and without Craniofacial Micro-
somia. The Journal of Pediatrics. 2018;198:226-233. doi:10.1016/j.jpeds.2018.02.076.  

 

Wolodiger, ED, Pope, AW. Associations between parenting stress at school entry and 
later psychosocial adjustment: A longitudinal study of children with congenital craniofacial 
anomalies. The Cleft Palate-Craniofacial Journal, in press.  

 

Register as a reviewer       
for the Behavioral Sciences 

Section of  

The Cleft Palate-

Craniofacial Journal          

https://

mc.manuscriptcentral.com/

cpcj 

Society of Pediatric 

Psychology Annual 

Conference                 

April 4-6, 2019                   

New Orleans 

Abstract Deadline         

October 1, 2018 

Consider abstract 

collaborations with SIG  

colleagues on the listserv! 

Co-Chair Transition 

SIG co-chair elections will 

take place this fall. Please 

consider running for co-chair 

or nominating a colleague! 

We will also be electing a 

student representative. 

Please look for the call for 

nominations this fall! 

American Psychological Association Division 54 

American Cleft Palate-

Craniofacial Association 

76
th

 Annual Meeting 

April 9-13, 2019              

Tucson 

Abstract Deadline           

September 17, 2018 

https://acpa-cpf.org/annual-

meeting/ 


