In Memoriam:

Larry M. Raskin, Ph.D. (1940 - 2025)
Officer in Society of Pediatric Psychology, Clinician, Researcher

By Michael C. Roberts, Ph.D., ABPP

Larry M. Raskin, Ph.D. was an early member of the Society of Pediatric Psychology and
officer on the Board of Directors for the Society during its formative years. Dr. Raskin served
as Secretary/Treasurer 1976-1978 of SPP during a time of immense growth, while faced
with significant financial challenges. As Sue White wrote in her presidential address
published in the Journal of Pediatric Psychology (1991): “The financial condition of the
Society continued to be tenuous as evidenced by Secretary-Treasurer Larry Raskin's letter
to President Willis on March 21, 1977, which indicated the following: ‘| have just sent Don
Routh a check for $1,750 for two issues of the journal. This leaves balance of less than



$500. What do | do?’ President Willis' sage reply was a simple ‘Pray’” (p. 400). [See Figure
1.]

Dr. Raskin eventually placed $1000 of his own money into the SPP account (this converts to
over $5300 in today’s dollars). Later, when the organization had a bit more money in the
treasury, the board offered to pay him back, but he declined, saying it had been used for a
good cause in building the society.

Dr. Raskin earned his Ph.D. from McGill University and completed a postdoctoral
fellowship with Carolyn Schroeder at the University of North Carolina. Early in his career, he
taught at several universities including Purdue University, University of Minnesota, and
University of North Carolina, before serving as Chief Psychologist and Associate Professor
at the University of Louisville’s Child Evaluation Center (CEC) for the bulk of his career.
Later, he retired from the CEC and entered clinical practice in the private sector where he
served military families.

His earliest publication was on discrimination learning in the rat (Raskin, 1965), before he
moved his research attention to children with perceptual-motor delays and developmental
disabilities (e.g., Raskin, 1968, 1969a, 1969b). As an early proponent of empirical research
supporting assessment and evaluation of children in clinical and school settings, he
published articles on assessment with various instruments including the Stanford Binet,
WISC: Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, and Slosson Intelligence Test (Bloom, Reese,
Altshuler, Meckler, & Raskin, 1983; Bloom & Raskin, 1980; Bloom Kleen, & Raskin, 1977;
Bloom Raskin, & Reese, 1976; Raskin, Offenback, & Black, 1974; Raskin, Offenback, &
Scoonover, 1971). He published several articles in the Journal of Pediatric Psychology on
apparent visual movement (phi phenomena; Raskin, 1976) and Kinetic Family Drawings by
children with learning disabilities (Raskin & Bloom, 1979; Raskin & Pitcher-Baker, 1975).

Dr. Raskin contributed to the developmental progress of the pediatric psychology field,
clinically, organizationally, and empirically, as well as financially, when it was most critical
for its survival.

His obituary may be found online.


https://www.courier-journal.com/obituaries/psbn1297626

Figure 1. Letter from Larry Raskin to Diane Willis and Her Response (1977)
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