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By Terry Stancin, Ph.D., ABPP and Michael C. Roberts, Ph.D., ABPP

Sue White, Ph.D., was a leader who did much in building the strong field and the flagship
organization of the Society of Pediatric Psychology (SPP) existing today. She contributed
through her exceptional organizational skills, dedication and diligence, clinical and
personal experiences. She was a caring advocate for children and families, with her
scholarship and clinical work. She was supportive of her colleagues and supervisees with
whom she was insightful, sensitive, and wryly humorous.

Dr. White graduated with her Ph.D. from Memphis State University and interned at
Tennessee Medical Center in Memphis. As with many early pediatric psychologists, she
entered the field with a background in developmental psychology, working with children
with developmental disabilities. She then received additional clinical supervision to be
licensed as a practitioner.

She subsequently served as the Division Head of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at
MetroHealth Medical Center and held a tenured position as Associate Professor at Case
Western Reserve University. She retired in 2011 after serving at MetroHealth for 33 years
where she combined clinical care, research, and teaching in remarkable ways.



When elected Secretary/Treasurer of SPP in 1984, Dr. White moved to separate the two
positions because the workloads for each were getting too much for one person and
formalized the position descriptions. She retained the position as Treasurer and moved the
still-fledgling organization from a shoebox record system to more streamlined accounting
and membership database. Then, as President of SPP, she organized the celebration for the
21 birthday of SPP, "Coming of Age in New Orleans" in 1989 with commemorative tee-
shirts and keychains. She hosted the river cruise for SPP on the Mississippi River. Her
presidential address that year was reflecting on “A Developmental History of the Society of
Pediatric Psychology” later published in the Journal of Pediatric Psychology (JPP) (White,
1991). In the article, she used a developmental approach to describing significant
milestones in the field and organization from before 1968 to 1989. She concluded with a
thank you to “the many individuals who have worked so hard in all these years to provide
this wonderful organization the fiscal soundness to pursue those issues of training,
research, service, and professional growth which each of us need on a daily basis as we
serve the children and their families who are in particular need of our expertise” (p. 409).
(The article is available on the SPP History webpage: https://pedpsych.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/02/developmental.pdf )

One of her earliest publications was in JPP in which she reported on posttraumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) presenting in a mother of a child with bilateral arm amputation (White,
1991). She emphasized that health care professionals need to be alert to PTSD potentially
developing in caregivers that might affect treatment of victims (secondary or vicarious
trauma).

Later she partnered to assess pediatric psychologists’ perceptions of work settings,
professional activities, and workloads. Drotar, Sturm, Eckerle and White (1993) reported
overall satisfaction by the respondents: “Highest ranked sources of satisfaction included
professional autonomy, patient care, and relationships with colleagues. Highest ranked
sources of dissatisfaction included lack of time for research, salary, and patient care work
load” (p. 237).

As a major thrust of her scholarship, Dr. White developed an exceptional reputation in
pioneering in a conceptual framework and methods for assessing, interviewing, and
treatment victims of child sexual abuse. In particular, her research and clinical work on
using anatomically correct dolls was critically important at a time when children’s reports
were dismissed and/or clumsy interviewers further abused vulnerable children. In the initial
research study by White, Strom, Santilli, and Halpin (1986) examined how children
interacted with the anatomical dolls. They found that children who had not been referred
for suspected sexual abuse demonstrated few behaviors indicative of abuse, whereas the
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children who had been clinically referred exhibited significantly higher rates of sexually
related behaviors when interacting with the dolls.

Dr. White and colleagues subsequently contributed significantly to the empirical and
clinical literature on anatomically detailed dolls in child sexual abuse investigations
(Koocher, Goodman, White, Friedrich, & Reynolds, 1995; Quinn, White, & Santilli, 1989;
White, 1988, 1990,1991, 1993; White & Santilli, 1988; White & Quinn, 1988). She also
presented at conferences and workshops for both legal and mental health professionals on
the use of anatomical dolls and appropriate interview approaches for children. Her work
influenced practices and policy in the interface of the professions. She later pioneered
clinical work with juvenile fire setters.

Dr. Terry Stancin, professional colleague at MetroHealth, remembers, “Sue and | co-
chaired the very first stand-alone regional SPP meeting in Cleveland, Ohio in 1987—a
milestone for our Society. She later took on the role of Historian, possibly the first person to
do so for SPP. Importantly, Sue was a memorable teacher. She supervised generations of
Case Western Reserve University psychology students, many of whom carry forward her
influence today. She left behind not only an impressive professional legacy, but also
friendships and fond memories among those who knew and worked with her.”

Dr. Michael Roberts recalls, “Many of us who knew and worked with Sue White not only
recognized her many talents and contributions, but also her modesty. She carried herself
with a professionalism and a caring nature.” Dr. Kristin Riekert recollects, “She was the
toughest and most exacting supervisor | ever had, and | was blessed to have many amazing
supervisors, including Terry [Stancin] and Denny Drotar. | learned immensely from her and
appreciated her wry humor and candor.” Dr. Gerry Koocher remembers, “Sue was a
dedicated, self-effacing, and tireless advocate for SPP (and ped psych), but stood out most
in my mind as a teacher and mentor to many. I’d add that she was an avid birder
(aviculturist) and lived at the edge of the Western Reserve enjoying birds for many years.”

More specifically, after retirement, Dr. White devoted her enormous energy and knowledge
to volunteering at the Cuyahoga Valley National Park, introducing children to nature and
wildlife. As an enthusiastic long-distance cyclist, she also worked with youngsters in
learning safe bicycling skills through the Cycling School in the Cleveland/Akron area. Other
cherished hobbies included playing the piano, ice-skating, and photography.

In her SPP Presidential address and article (1991), Sue White thanked those who came
before for their hard work in establishing and expanding the field. So, too, pediatric
psychologists of today can thank her for advancing the field and her impact in serving “the
children and their families who are in particular need of our expertise.”
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Regional and National Conferences
By Sue White, Ph.D. and Terry Stancin,
PhD.

hile enjoying the SPP Social Hour at

the 1986 APA Convention in Wask-
mgron. D C. several SPP members (Denny
Drotar, Terry Stancin. Helen Clesxinshaw: Sue
White) began discussing the idea of regional
conferences 24 3 means of improving network-
ing and collaboration. and providing a venue
for stadents 10 meet established SPP memsbeny
and present research m 2 suppoctive atmo-
sphere. The frut SPP Regioval Conference
was held in Cleveland i 1987, The format
mchuded pre-meeting practice-onented work-

regional meeting 1o Columbus m 1988, Since
then Great Lakes Regional Conferences (12
toal) have been 2 highly valued vesue for SPP
members in the Madwest, alternatng bianou-
ally with national Child Health Conferences.
The regional conferences have been beld
mosdly tn the Midwest but also i the West
(Saa Diego. San Francisco) and Soathwest
(Fr. Wortk, New Orleans. Oklaboraa City)
The University of Florsda held the St
“natonal” meetmgs for pediamic psychology
i Gainesville (1988, 1989). followed by biea-
nial meetings thereafter Financial supporn for
the conferences was primarily provided by the
from SPP or other organizations. The Florida
faculty and stodents. mitially Jed by James
Jobnson and Suzanne Benmett Johnson (0o re-
latioa). created & valushle veoue and resource
for the field The conference was moved to
Charleston. S$.C. in 2003, dack 1o Gainesville
1= 2006, and to Miami in 2008 A recent suw-
vey of SPP members revealed the extremely
high value for bolding a national conference



